
 
 

       
23 September 2022                                   LTP 314 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 

End Of An Era 
 

Many of you may have seen the title and have thought that this was going to be an announcement about 
the new King. It isn’t but there is a tenuous royal link. Eleven years ago, Saras entered the building and 
jokingly announced that she was an Indian princess. A couple of our staff believed this and the word began 
to spread and continued to spread until one day I was out at a meeting and I was asked about the princess 
I had employed!  
 
It was of course a joke which stuck, however as of next Friday our TPA princess is leaving us. Saras had 
always planned to retire and spend the rest of her days shopping for tiaras and sipping tea from bone 
china. For the past few months, she has been working with Michael to hand over the role of SEND at 
Christmas. That hand over is now complete and therefore Saras will be leaving us early. 
 
In a bizarre twist of fate however there is another MK school in need of a SENCO to lead its department 
from Reception to Year 13! And guess who has offered to stand in on a short-term contract? You guessed 
it, Saras is postponing her retirement until the summer. She will however continue in her role as governor at 
TPA until the end of her term and has offered to support us and Michael for the foreseeable future with any 
SEND needs.  
 
Whilst not a real princess she does possess princesslike qualities. That’s Kate, not Megan! 
 
 

Attendance 
 

 
 

Thank you! 
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COVID / Calpol 

 
We are relaxing the use of the Calpol rule for treating pain relief, however not for it being used to bring 
down a temperature. We have had a couple of examples recently where the child has been teething and 
another has had a sprain. In both these instances we decided that there was no reason for the child to be 
absent. However if a child is running a temperature, then it is still our policy that if you feel the need to give 
them Calpol to reduce it, they should be at home.  
 

Winter Uniform 
 

Today is officially the first day of Autumn even though I’m not sure whether our seasonal dates are of much 
relevance anymore given the number of leaves falling to ground. We have therefore decided that our 
Winter uniform will need to be worn from 10 October. Please note that blazers are compulsory from Year 3 
upwards, however children will still be expected to attend for the full day in TPA track suits on PE days.  

 
Second Hand Uniform  

 
We do operate with some second-hand uniform in stock and if this is something that you would be 
interested in, then please talk to the ladies in the Atrium or send an email to admin@tpamk.co.uk to 
arrange a visit.  

Arrival For Dismissal 
 

Just a gentle reminder to please get to school in time for dismissal and if you have a child in Nursery or 
Reception, please collect them first and then make your way around to the other classrooms. If you are 
collecting from Reception, then you will be allowed to make your way via the internal pathway.  
 

Word Of The Week And The Big Black Gate 
mountebank 

noun [ C ] 

 
UK  /ˈmaʊn.tɪ.bæŋk/ US  /ˈmaʊn.t̬ə.bæŋk/ 
 
someone who tries to do something that they should not: 
 
The majority of people waited at the big black gate for their children to be dismissed , 

however there were always a couple of mountbanks who would try to sneak in.  

Fact Of The Week 
 

Cats have fewer toes on their back paws. Like most four-legged mammals, cats have five toes on the front, 
but their back paws only have four toes. Scientists think the four-toed back paws might help them run 
faster. 

Joke Of The Week 
 

A pair of cows were talking in the field. One says, “Have you heard about the mad cow disease that’s going 
around?” 
 
“Yeah,” the other cow replies. “Makes me glad I’m a penguin.” 
 
Have a great weekend. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Warren Harrison 
Chief Executive Officer 
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